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Sony Corporation, Storage Media Division to 

Develop LTO5 Tape Media Technology with up to 

3 TB Storage Capacity (2:1 compressed) 
 

Sony Corporation, Storage Media Division has signed the LTO5 licensing contract 
with the Technology Provider Companies (TPC), an industry consortium 
consisting of Hewlett Packard, IBM and Quantum. This step now allows Sony to 
start development of its LTO5 Ultrium media.  
 
The LTO5 tape technology is aimed at supporting the ever-increasing storage 
capacity requirements of today’s data rich storage environment. Each cartridge 
will be able to store up to 1.5TB native (3.0TB 2:1 compressed) of data on one 
cartridge.  This new generation of the LTO Ultrium format also delivers an 
impressive data transfer rate of up to 140MB/s native (280MB/s 2:1 
compressed). 
 
Specific features of this latest generation of Sony`s LTO Ultrium tape cartridge 
media include    
 
1. Increased storage capacity achieved by increasing the number of recording 
tracks and allowing for higher recording density. 
2. Newly developed fine magnetic particles necessary for a tape that is 
thinner and longer than previous generations.  .   
3. Development of stronger binder required to protect the tape surface from 
potential damage caused by the tape traveling past the recording head. 
4. Sony’s newly developed thin-layer coating technology and smooth surface 
coating process necessary to meet with the higher recording density needs. 
 
While these technology developments are necessary to bring LTO5 tape 
technology to the market, Sony’s continual pursuit of meeting customer 
requirements has also led to modifications on the LTO cartridge itself.  In order 
to meet the increased demands for RFID cartridge labeling, which are thicker in 
size than current barcode technologies, Sony’s LTO5 cartridges are being 
designed with a deeper label cavity allowing these labels to fit better and reduce 
risk of falling off.  
 
As should be expected from Sony, their LTO5 cartridges will continue to benefit 
from Sony’s push towards an environmentally responsible manufacturing 
process, such as using cartridges made of some recycled resin materials and 



 
   

promoting the use Library Packs, which exclude both the plastic P-cases as well 
as shrink-wrap material, thus reducing the overall use of plastics. 
 

 

 

1The LTO Technology Provider Companies (TPCs) are Hewlett Packard, IBM and Quantum. 
 

2Linear Tape-Open, LTO, the LTO Logo, Ultrium and Ultrium Logo are registered trademark of HP, 
IBM and Quantum in the US and other countries. 
 
Features and specifications are given as an indication and are subject to change without 
notice. 
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For more information, please contact your local PR manager 
or: 
Rachel Batchelor, Sony Europe 
Tel: +44 (0)1932 816851/ email: rachel.batchelor@eu.sony.com 
 
 
 
 
About Sony: 
Sony is a leading global innovator of audio, video, communications and information 
technology products for both the consumer and professional markets. Sony is renowned 
for its audio-visual products, such as the BRAVIA™ LCD high-definition television, Cyber-
shot™ digital camera, Handycam® camcorder and Walkman® MP3 player as well as its 
VAIO™ personal computers and high-definition (HD) professional broadcast equipment, 
highlighted by the XDCAM® HD. Offering a complete end-to-end HD value chain and with 
its electronics, music, pictures, game and online businesses, Sony is one of the world’s 
leading digital entertainment brands, employing approximately 170,000 people 
worldwide. 
 
Through its long-term football partnerships as an official sponsor of the UEFA Champions 
League until 2012, Official FIFA Partner until 2014 and global sponsor of the FIFA World 
Cup™ in 2010 and 2014, Sony is inspiring a sense of excitement for the millions of 
football fans around the world. 
 
For more information on Sony Europe, please visit http://www.sony-europe.com and 
http://www.sony-europe.com/presscenter 
 


