
All you need to know about  
Sony Cleaning Cartridges
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Sony Cleaning tapes keep your drives and storage 
media in top condition. In fact, there’s no better 
way to maintain peak performance and protect 
your precious data.

Do I Really Need to Clean My LTO drives?  

Definitely. When you run data cartridges for a long time 
without using cleaning tapes, particles from the tape 
surface and dust in the environment accumulates on the 
heads. In extreme cases, heads can be clogged so 
badly that the drive is unable to record or read data.
Cleaning drives is an easy but essential solution to dirty 
heads and guarantees an optimum recording signal with 
a very low error rate. 

Benefits include:

Improved performance of your LTO 
drives and media 

Lower drive maintenance costs

Time saving when writing and 
reading data
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So Quick and Easy to Keep Your Drives in Top Shape!  

Cleaning a drive only takes a few seconds. The drive 
automatically recognizes the cleaning cartridge and 
cleaning starts automatically. Once the cartridge has 
finished its final cycle, replace it with a new one. 

Even More Important for LTO 

With its higher capacity and data density, LTO latest 
generation is ultra sensitive to dust accumulation. Track 
pitch is narrower so even a small build up of dust can 
cause an error. Cleaning the drive regularly is therefore 
essential for maintaining performance.

Conclusion

It makes sense to protect precious data by 
regularly cleaning drive heads. Sony Cleaning 
Tapes remove accumulated dirt and dust from the 
heads to ensure drives and data storage cartridges 
remain in top condition.
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Sony Ultrium LTO Universal Cleaning 
Cartridge can be used in all LTO 
drives and auto loaders with 
UCC-compatible firmware installed.
 

Number of cleaning cycles:

Each tape can perform up to 50 cleaning 
cycles in most LTO drives. 

Cleaning frequency:

Run the cleaning process whenever the drive 
requires it. 
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